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Jenu Kurumba Phonology - Practical Orthography

Since the Jenu Kurumbas live in the border districts of three states — Tamilnadu
(where Tamil is spoken), Kerala (where Malayalam is spoken) and Karnataka
(where Kannada is spoken), it is necessary to assign three scripts - Tamil,
Malayalam and Kannada for Jenu Kurumba.

The Jenu Kurumbas who live in Tamilnadu will use the Tamil script in order to
learn to read and write their own language as well as to bridge to Tamil language
materials at a later time. On the other hand, those who are already literate in Tamil
would transfer their existing knowledge in Tamil to reading and writing Jenu
Kurumba. The same principle can be applied to Jenu Kurumbas living in Kerala and
Karnataka who will be assigned the use of Malayalam and Kannada scripts,
respectively.

However, compared to Tamil, there are more phonemes in Jenu Kurumba, so
modification of Tamil script is needed. The voiced plosives of Jenu Kurumba will
be a main issue since they are not written as phonemes in Tamil. This issue will not
affect the other two scripts (Malayalam & Karnataka), because they have more
phonemes than Jenu Kurumba. Moreover, the additional vowel symbols needed for
writing the vowels o:, + and +: seem to be an issue in all the three scripts.

A list of the phonemes with their corresponding orthographic symbols in Tamil is
given below followed by Malayalam and Kannada:
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1.1 Tamil
1.1.1 Consonants

A Bilabial [Labio-de¢Dental |Alveolar |Post alv{Retroflex [Palatal |Velar Glottal
pu t5 (= k &
Plosive
b U d g* L g &*
Nasal m LD n 6o1 1), 6001 1) IRl
tf &
Affricates —_—
d3
Flap )
S 6V
Fricative h [311))]
Z eno*
Approximant L 6 jw
Lateral appro l e LGTT

* Modification needed (voiced plosives are not phonemes in Tamil).

Note: & /d3/, erv /s/, am /h/ are sanskrit letters used in Tamil since these
sounds are not phonemes in Tamil. But these are used in Tamil Bible and all
the Tamil speakers know these letters. However, there is no letter for /z/.

1.1.2 Vowels
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Front Centra| Back
i@ i* ue
High
ir i ¥ u: o
€ 61 0 6
Mid
el g 0: 6@
3 9
Low 3:*
e 9

* Modification needed

JENU KURUMBA VOWELS
IPA Lette; Vowel with [p]
3 3 u
a: x *
e TR i
i Q) )
1 T 19
; x x
. x *
u 2 4
u: 2011
e 6T Glu
e: 6J Gu
0 T @um
O fication Feeded U7

* Modification needed

VYV YVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

L AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAALAAALAAAALAAAAALAALAALALAALALAALAALAALAALAALAALAALALAAALAAALAAAAALAAALAAAAAAL

AAAAAAAAAAALAAALALALAAALAALALALAALAALALALALALLAALALALALALLAALALALALALAALALALALALALALALAALALALALALALALALALALALALALALLAALLALALALALAALALALAALAAAALAAAAAALL



VYV YVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV]

1.2 Malayalam

1.2.1 Consonants

Bilabial [Labio-dgDental |Alveolar |Post alv{Retroflex |Palatal |Velar [Glottal
P ol t © ts k &
Plosive
b en d es d w gwn
Nasal m LD n m 1, em 1) en
tf ol
Affricates -
dz =
Flap r ©
S
Fricative h [3119)
Z au*
Approximant L ] (V)]
Lateral appro =Y [ 8

* Modification needed.

1.2.2 Vowels
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Front Central Back
i o i u e
High
it env i * u: 99
c mg) O 63
Mid
el o) 0! 62
3 @0
Low 3 *
® @O

* Modification needed

JENU KURUMBA VOWELS

IPA Letter Vowel with [p]
3 @ o
o ’ )

- @R ald
i & o]
o 09 ol
i ' )

f ’ )

u ) 4

u: 99 4
e n_g) 6l
el o) Go
o 63 Qald
o 63D Gald

= Modification needed
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1.3 Kannada

1.3.1 Consonants

Bilabial [Labio-der/Dental |Alveolar |Post alve|Retroflex |Palatal Velar Glottal
D3 t 3 t &3 k 3
Plosive
b » d3 da gn
Nasal m o n s n, € n®
tf =3
Affricates _—
dz &
Flap r 3
S &
Fricative h ®
Z OF
Approximant L 3 j o
Lateral approxi l o | <

* Modification needed.



1.3.2 Vowels

Front Central Back
i i * u ev
High
1 s i * u ew
C D o
Mid
[CHIEA) o: &
30
Low 3 *
P&

* Modification needed

JENU KURUMBA VOWELS

IPA Letter| Vowel with [p]
5 3
3! * :
® © @9

i s “
i S e
i * .
t * i
u ov D
u: v R
e < B
o S ]d
0 e %
0: e e

*

Modification needed



